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Mestre f 3 Nb e be 
ye 2 unmoveable, always a 
bounding in the work of the Lord z 
|» foraſmuch. as ye. know" that your 
Habeur i is nor in vain in the Land. 


— H E verſe immediately * 
ing this text contains one of the 
NC improvements of 'the 
of a happy reſurrection 
| 'of the me Wich is, their 
obligations to be thankful to God, who through 
Jeſus Chriſt gives them the victory over death, 
conſidered as the conſequence of fin. The 
words which I have now read contain ano—- 
ther practical improvement of the ſame doc- 
trine : and ſignify; that ſince the bleſſed God 
has through Jeſus Chriſt provided for our eon- 
queſt over ſin, and over death which is the 
wages of it and has ſecured a relurrection to 
5 A . 8. . 


e * 


a happy „ for all thoſe who fol 
low the directions of Chriſt's holy goſpel; 
FL hey who profeſs to be his di ought: to 
| 585 £9 on with a feady, unmoveable reſolution of 
= mind, in all that courſe of duty which the 

| goſpel. preſcribes z- and ſhould abound in all 

that work which it requires, notwithſtanding . 
any difficulties which may attend it; becauſe 
they could not fail of ſeeing, that a reſurrec- 
tion to an eternal life of complete felici 
would abundantly co te all the difficul- 
ties, whatſoever they were, which in this 
ſhort life they might ſuffer in the courſe of 
tbeir duty. 0 er an 7 
This 1 take, to. be the deve ai | 
general view of the words, which I propoſe _ 
 to' conſider morg particularly. Some in . 
ſeem to be of opinion; that, when the apoſ- 
tle exhorts the Corinthian'chriſtians to be feds 

Faſt and unmiveable, he exhorts them to be 

ſtedfaſt and unmoveable in the beleif of the 
doctrine of a reſurrection. To me it ap | 
more probable, that he exhorts them, from 
the conſideration of the good evidences he had 
given that there/ would be a happy reſurrec- 
tion of the faithful, to perſevere ſteddily in all 
that work and duty, which as chriſtians was 
required of them; becauſe from the doctrine 
he had been delivering they plainly ſaw, that 
their labour would not be in vain, According 
0 o which interpretation, — — were fo 8 be 
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which they wete i abound." om its” ee 
The text conſiſts of theſe two parts, which 
I chall diſtinctiy conſider: 2 
2 55 
ann, e 
in it. wogen WD r od bird „ 2d 
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tended with ſome difficulty. Be aft, 
unmoveable, e v e he 7 
the Kan. Ain en nan 
' The-work of the Bard which they were 

70 abound, and to be fedfuſt and \unmoveable, 
is the whole courſe of a chriſtian's duty; 
piety towards God, er 
lence towards men, and and 
ance with regard to worldly enj 


temper- 

joyments. This 
is the work f the Lord; the ſervice in which 4 
Chriſt; aur Lord and Maſter; ' a — 
ſhould -be yed, if we would approve 
ourſelves his faithful ſervants. This is what 
the ſalutaty grace of God in the —_ 
taught us: — — „ 
worldly. lufts, and the living ſoleriy, yoga 
ly and godbily in this preſent world. 

Now though this is the wiſeſt confer 
can take, the moſt fitting and reaſonable in it- 
ſelf, and the happieſt upon the whole, as it 
will give the moſt ſatisfaction to our own 
minds upon ſure foundations, and will ſecure 
our moſt important intereſts for the time to 


\ come; 


— 
come ; yet we ſhall find it à work and 4 l. 
bour : and moreover we ſhall find ſome dun- 
gers as well as difficulties attending it, which 
will require the utmoſt of our "Feafaſiniſs and 
reſolution to oppoſe and overcome. 
Nothing is more fitting and reaſonable, than 
that we ſhould be ſeriouſly religious towards 
| God; reverencing him as the moſt perfect of 
all beings, the creator, rand ſupreme 
governor of the whole World; giving him our 
affections, as the beſt of all beings, and par- 
ticularly as our own conſtant — bene- 
factor; yeilding him hearty thanks for the 
daily and hourly inſtances of his bounty; 
praying to him for the ſupply of our wants; 
and chearfully ſubmiting ourſelves to the con- 
duct of his providence. It is likewiſe very fit= 
ting and reaſonable, that in the relations 
wherein God has placed us to each other we 
ſbould exemplify righteouſneſs and benevo- 
lence, as we would deſire that others ſhould 
be juſt and kind to us. And if we only con- 
ſulted the health and ſoundneſs of our bodies; 
the peace and comfort of our minds, and the 
preventing of innumerable bitter diſ appoint- 
ments, it is fitting and reaſonable that we 
ſhould: moderate our affections towards the | 
uncertain enjoyments of this world. ©: © 
All theſe things, which contain the ſub⸗ 
3 of our whole duty, are highly fitting 
and reaſonable, and tend to ſecure our true 
0. Sch = -: 7:1 happinels . 
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happineſs, both in this lf and in ta which 
is to come. 

But it will, — Gets watchfulneſs c over 
ourſelves, to engage rae wa <4mr> 
of theſe duties. 

And beſides: that there may 0 in our 
minds a hankering inclination aſter ſomething 
or other not conſiſtent, with our duty, and a 


wearineſs in the courſe of religious practice; 
there are dangers likewiſe ar: ing, partly from 
the crafty inſinuations of evil 60Mpanions, = 
partly from violent oppoſition.” -- 

There are numbers of men to be found) 
who will not bear. the reſtraints of religion 
themſelves, and have wrought up their mirids 


into ſuch averſion againſt it, and contempt of 


it, as to take pains, to expoſe and ridicule it. 


Men of this character, when they ſee a perſon 
ſeriouſly inclined, and making conſcience: of 
his duty, are ready enough to tell him, that 
he does wrong in laying reſtraints upon na- 
tural inclinations ; that every natural inclina- 
tion muſt be. right, and fit to be indulged ; 
that ſince there are pleaſures to be enjoyed in 
this world, and within our reach, it is fit we 
ſhould enjo y them while we can; that what 
is to come A out of. fight and uncertain, and 
that we need not give ourſelves any concern 
about it; and that if we will be wiſe we 
ſhall lay hold of the preſent opportunities for 
pleaſures or riches or honour and power, 


every 
one taking care for himſelf, ann others 


to ſhift for themſelves. 
"Tis 
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Tis plain, that ſuch Spteſlitiohs a 
made by none but thoſe, who look upon the 


animal part of the human conſtitution as the 


principal; and the intelligent mind as intend- 
ed, not to govern the appetite, but on = 
provide the: more exquiſitely for its gratifica- 
tion. If men did in earneſt believe that 
ſelves to be the creatures of a Being ſ 
ly wiſe, they could never entertain fo abſurd 
a thought. But it is evident, not only that 
many act as if they did believe this abſurdity; 
but that too many are to be found, who 
throw ſtumbling blocks of this kind in the 
way of the ſerious and conſcientious; ridi- 
culing eſpecially the duties of piety 


briety, the one as meer ſuperſtition, and the 


- Other as cruelty and ſelf puniſhment. find 


though ſuch repreſentations may be ſhockmg 
at firſt to ſerious minds, which have yes 


trained up to quite other thoughts | in a reli- 
gious education; yet in youth ef] there 
is great danger: and that from this one 

thought; that they are now coming into the 

government of themſelves, and that it is not - 
fit they ſhould always be under the reſtraints 
which they ſuffered in childhood; that in the 
exerciſe of ſuch liberties as theſe they ſhall be 
maſters indeed, and under no ſuch control as 
that to which they have been accuſtomed, 
And even to perſons more advanced in years, 


if the principles of religion have not been well 
ſettled in the heart, by mature and frequent 


and of ſo- 
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Güsten Werk will be Age wheterer 
ſach' inſinuatiohs are laid in the way. 
Here therefore we ſee the ſealonableneh 
and fitneſs of the apoſtle's* exhortation, 0 
be fledfaſt and unmoveuble in the adherence to 
our duty, from the conſideration, that our - 
labour ſhall not be in vain. And by theſe two 
words, ftedfaſt and unmoveable, I look upon 
the apoſtle to mean the ſame thing. It is an 
exhortation to firmneſs and  eonftancy. And 
the reaſon why we ſhould be thus firm and 
conſtant, that is to ſay, the aſſurance that our 
labour ſball not he in vain, but that all our re- 
ligious reſtraints ſhall be confidered and at- 
ply rewarded, will, if we give it its due weight 


and force, vaſtly overbalance = fuch "rape 
inſinuations. 


But there are Archer Auers attending! A 
courſe of religion and virtue; the dangers. of 
perſecution. And perſecution appears in v 
different ſhapes; and acts with different d 
grees of violence. Sometimes the providence 
of God permũts his faithful ſervants to fuffer 
open violence, to the loſs of ſubſtance and li- 
berty, and even life itſelf. Sometimes perſe- 


cution appears cheifly in that contempt and 


reptoach, which ticherto we have confidered 
only as the inſinuation of evil men, to deter 
ſerious minds from à religious courſe. Men 


who turn their minds in earneſt to religion, 
and are for  praftifing of it in its various parts 


according to the dictates of their conſciences, 
=” do 
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do actually and Ea grey with, that 
contempt, which the ſcorners pretend religion 
deſerves. They are deſpiſed for their ſtrict- 
neſs. They are ies thought of, neglected 
and diſregarded; not only by others, — too 
often by their friends; not only by ſuch 
as have no ſerious ſenſe of wp but too 
often by ſome who have a love for it, ot 
are too narrow and; contracted in their 

nion concerning ſome things which relate to 
it, or elſe. are for allowing themſelves liber- 
ties which other conſcientious minds cannot 
come into. Now this contempt, eſpecially if 
we take in the conſequences which it. often 
brings. along with it, to the depreſſing of a 
man s circumſtances in the world, as well as 
greiving his mind, is real perſecution. And 
either in this way, or in ſome other way, the 
apoſtle Paul. has aſſured us, that all. who 


will live godlily in Chriſt Jeſus B Suffer per- 


cution, 2 Tim. iii. 12. 

There is therefore good ground for the 
apoſtle's exhortation to be ſiedfaſt and un- 
moveable in the work of the Lord, in which 
we engage when we profeſs ourſelves to be 
chriſtians. If we will approve ourſelves of 
that character, we muſt maintain a firmneſs 
and reſolution to go on in our duty, notwith- 
ſtanding all the unwelcome conſequences re- 
lating to the things of this world. And all 
this we ſhall do, and ſhall ſhew the trueſt 
wiſdom in it, if we conſider the powerful 


I argu- 
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argument, hack our labour ſhall be. fo far from 
being in vain, that it will be abundantly re- 
compenced. - Which is the true meaning of 
the laſt words of the text, delivered by the 
apoſtle in a manner of ſpeech, which im- 
plies more than it expreſſes. | 

But in this firſt part which we are now 
conſidering, the apoſtle further exhorts the 
Corinthian chriſtians, not only 70 be edfaft 
and unmoveable, but always to a in the 
work of the Lord. By which words I un- 
derſtand, that he would have them always 
forward and ready, without any reluctancy; 
proceeding in their work in ſuch a manner 
as to ſnew, that they took a delight and pleas» - 
ſure in it. He exhorts them not to be con- 
tent with the thought, that in the diſcharge 
of a particular duty they had done what, ac- 
cording to the ſtrict — of the word, was 
required of them; but to perform with plea- 
ſure and delight whatever they beleived to 
be the mind of God relating to it. 2 

It was the falſe gloſs of the Scribes and 
Phariſees upon the law of God delivered by 
Moſes, that if they refrained from killing their 
neighbour, they fulfilled the whole of that 
law which ſays, Thou ſhalt do no. murder. 
But our Saviour ſhewed, that herein they on- 
ly diſcovered the backwardneſs of their own 
hearts from anſwering the real intention of 
the law ; which was, to reſtrain and prevent 


all tendency towards ſuch miſchief, as well as 


5 2 the 


the very action of "ET; wr : Mar. v. . 
particularly all unreaſonable anger and oppro- 
ee language. And with the like falle 
gloſs they would evade the duty of botouring - 
parents; encouraging their followers to ſuffer 
their parents to ſtarve, if they could but have 
it to ſay, that what might livin been uſeful 
to them was before-hand dedicated to ſacred 
uſes; Mat. xv. 5. Thus they made the com. 
mandment of God of no effect by tbeir tradition. 
But this was becauſe their hearts were alie- 
nated from the love of God's law: otherwiſe 
they would not. have laid fuch ſtumbling 
blocks in the way of thoſe, who were _—_ 
and inclined to practiſe it. 
It is the direct contrary to this princighl 
which the apoſtle exhorts to in the text. He 
exhorts us to abound in the work of the Lord 
which we can never do without taking de- 
light in it. And there, is that in the divine 
commands themſelves, "which calls for this 
delight, which juſtly claims our eſteem and 
affection. And farther there is that ſure re- 
compence and reward awaiting the faithful 
obedience to them, which is a ſufficient en- 
couragement for abounding in the practice. 
And that is what the apoſtle more ummeds 


ately. refers to in the text. . 
The mention of hs: eddy me therefore ta 
en 1 A i >; Mn 


E 0 diy) 
H. The ehitenraging: motive; to perſe · 
vere in that courſe of chriſtian duty, * 


1 
the apoſtle in the text calls the work of th 
Lord. 

The motive is, ye brow that your” labour is 
not in vain in the Lord. © 


This is ſpoken to chriſtians, with had 6560 


taught the certainty of the doctrine of a hap- 
py reſurrection to the perſevering faithful; of 
which the reſurrection of Chriſt Jeſus, our 

judge and rewarder, Was a ha edge. 
Chriſt had, in the name of God 11 0 
Father, taught his followers a holy do@rine, 
and appealed to the many mighty wake 
which he wrought, that ĩt was God who ſ 
bim to teach it. He ſuffered me dig. 
nities and hardſhips in the courſe of preach- 
ing this doctrine: and declared to his diſci- 

ples, that at length he ſhould ſuffer death 
for it: but he aſſured them, at t 1 time, 
that he ſhould riſe. again, and advance Hit 
faithful followers, after their death, to chat ; 
eternal life of complete happineſs, which” in 
the courſe of his Gochine he had o often 
promiſed for their encouragement. eto 

Now this reſurrection to an Wen life of 


complete ' hap nc is that encouraging mo- 
tive * be 22 perſevering and abounding 
in the _ 95 25 Lord, which I am more 
particularly to conſider, 

We are not to imagine, that the; meer 
rifing from death, and being reſtored to life, 
is the whole of that future bleſſedneſs, which 
{hall prove that our labour in the Lord is not 
e "Foe 
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in vain. Any one who has thoroughly con 
ſidered how great is the bleſſedneſs of: that 

eternal life, which Chriſt ſo often promiſed 
to his followers, would never chooſe to re- 
turn to ſuch a life as he had led in this world; 
if upon the reſurrection he had his choice 
which life to lead. 

If a raiſed chriſtian was to return to the 
ſame kind of life he had led before, and even 


were aſſured that he ſhould maintain his in- 


tegrity ; yet it muſt 'be through ſo many 
ſnares and difficulties, and attended with fo” 
many ſorrows, partly relating to his own in- 
firmities, partly ariſing from the natural frail. 
ty of all worldly enjoyments, partly from 
the weakneſs, the faults and the ſufferings 
of his friends and relatives; that he could 
never chooſe to live ſuch a life over again, 
when he had the proſpect of that happy life 
to which the ſaints will be raiſed. If he 
might, upon returning to this world, live 
longer in it than Merbuſelab himſelf did, and 
enjoy more of its riches, and pleaſures and 
greatneſs, than ever any man did enjoy: yet 
he would at once reject it, for the hope of 

that je, which ſhall be the portion of the 
raiſed juſt; becauſe of the infinite difference 
between the happineſs of the one life and 
the other; beſides that /fe in this world muſt 
at lengch be broken off by death, whereas the 
life, which the ſaints ſhall lead after the re- 


e ſhall never have a period. Let us 
| therefore 


181 — 


therefore ſpend a few moments in conſider- 


ing the fe itſelf, and the character of eter- 
nity annexed to it; that we may ſee how true 


it is, that the fedfa /i perſevering: chriſtian 


ſhall find ns Jabour in the Lord is nut in 
vain. 

1. Let us 5 the h 70 itſelf. 4 we 
ſhall find, that it is 4 liſe more ſuited to the 
nobler part of our conſtitution, thoſe -facul= 
ties which raiſe us above the inferior, meer 
animal part of the creation, and render us ca- 
pable in ſome meaſure of knowing the great- 
eſt and beſt of all, Beings, and of enjoying 
his favour. The animal part of our conſti- 


preſe 


life give us many hindrances from 


progreſs in that kind of knowlege, which 
is moſt ſuited to its dignity, and kr greateſt ' 


importance. We-ſhould-ſee more of the won+ 
ders of divine wiſdom and power and good» 


neſs, in the government as well as in the crea» 


tion of the world, if our appetites towards 
earthly enjoyments did not prevent us. We 
ſhould ſee more of the beauty and excelle 


of what is really good, and taſte the pleaſure 


of ſuch diſcoveries, if our animal inclinations 
did not darken our minds, and vitiate our re- 
liſh. By means of this darkneſs and this 
falſe taſte, we are often betrayed into actions 
which are contrary to our aw and our true 
intereſt ; which bring' remorſe upon ſober 


reflection And beſides that upon ſuch oc- 


ſions 


tations being allied to the mind, does in this 


eaſions we cannot juſtify | 
what we have allowed Mar to practiſe, 
whereby. confuſion is introduced- inſtead of 
peace; beſides this, there is attending this re: 
morſe a ſenſe of the diſpleaſure of that moſt 
perfect being, our creator and rightful gover- 
nor, to whom we are accountable for our 
| whole conduct, and our conſtant benefactor 
to whom we are indebted for whatever we 
are and whatever we poſſeſs. Whatever diſ- 
appointment or trouble we meet with, ari- 
ſing from the natural frailty and imperfection 
of the enjoyments of this life, is moſt of all 
aggravated and inhanced by reflections of 
this kind; which are ſufficient to make g man 
unhappy in the greateſt affluence of Worldly 
proſperity. And even if upon the whole we 
maintain a better character than that of de- 
ſpiſers of religion: yet every fault into wien 
we are betrayed takes off ſomething from the 
comfort and happineſs of the life we lead 
here below; and conſequently muſt be faid 
to cut off juſt ſo much from Mie itſelf in the 
ſenſe in which we often, and not improperly | 
ſpeak of it, when we ſay, concerning joyful 
people, that they are alive, and concerning the 
heavy hearted, that they are lifeleſs. 
But that life, which the ſaints ſhall enjoy 
after the reſurrection, will be free from 
theſe diſturbances; and therefore will be more 
properly called life, than that which we paſs 
| wok here below. For beſides that _— 
W 


ol. 


will be none of thoſe obj jects, che FIR the 
which betrayed them Way into folly ; the ſpi- 


rit will have its proper rule over the inferior - 
art of the conſtitution. Nor will the raiſed . 
hens have any evil company to ſollicite them 
to evil courſes, or to miſlead their minds to 
a wrong choice. They will contract no guilt; 
and conſequently be troubled with no rg- 
morſe. There will be no terrifying appre- 
henfion of God's diſpleaſure ; but 'a joyful 


ſenſe of his complacency, as approving the 


faithful care they have exerciſed, upon the 


whole, to maintain their integrity in the ſtate 


of trial. And this, together with the regular 


employment of the faculties of the mind, 
without interruption from the impediments 
of animal nature, or any kind of ſorrow, with 
the vaſt increaſe of knowlege in the works of 
the great creator and the wonders of his pro- 
vidence, and the enlarged views of that wiſ- 
dom and righteouſneſs and goodneſs, where- 
by he governs the world, and together with 
the full ſatisfaction. of the fitneſs of yeilding 
to him their beſt affections, will give to their 
condition the name of /zfe, in the moſt ge- 


nuine and proper ſenſe of the word; as there 


will be activity, the moſt regularly and moſt 
joyfully employed, without any interruption 
from ſorrow or diſorder. . 

2. Let us conſider the character of efer- 
nity, additional to the nature of the fe itſelf 
which the raiſed ſaints ſhall lead: and then 
we ſhall ſee, that it is ul more properly 

| C +... called 


1 


called kt, becauſe it will never be broken 
off by death. A mortal, that is to ſay @ dy- 
ing life, is a ſort of inconſiſtency. And ſuch 
is the life we lead here below. We are dying 
from the time we enter upon life : and death 
is continually making its approaches towards 
us. If this were the caſe of | the raiſed 
faints ; or if they could have any apprehen- 
ſion that this was their caſe ; the happineſs of 
their life would 'be very much diminiſhed. 
But upon their reſurrection, Death will be 


fwallowed up for ever : which phraſe, for 


ever, is the plain meaning of the apoſtle, when 


in the 54th verſe of this chapter he renders the 


words of the prophet Jaiab, xxv. 8. agreeably 

to our tranſlation, Death is ſwallowed up in 
victory. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt overcame death 
not only for himſelf, but for his followers : 


and we therefore, if we perſevere his faithful 


followers, that is, according to the words of 


our text, if we are fledfaſt, unmoveable, always 


abounding in the work of the Lord, ſhall reap 
the fruits of this v:&ory in everlaſiing life: 
we ſhall ever enjoy 4 He which is fit always 
to be deſired, and the loſs of which could 
never be recompenſed. 

Judge now, whether the apoſtle had not 
good reaſon to ſay to chriſtians, who had 
been taught the certainty of a happy reſur- 
rection to the perſevering faithful, 7% know 
that your labour 1s not in vain in the Lord. 
Every chriſtian, who believes this doctrine, 
knows aſſuredly, that the labour of the faith- 
ful is not ni vain, He knows, that it is fo 
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far from being in vain, chat it will be recom- 
penſed beyond all power of expreſſion or 
conception. And ſuch figures of ſpeech, in- 
cluding in the deſign much more than is 
ſtrictly and literally contained in the words, | 

are frequent in the New Teſtament, . 
And now, my brethren, which of the two 
ſhall we chooſe; which ſhall we prefer? Shall 
we chooſe fin, which is the werk of the Devil, 
and the wages of it, which is death : or ſhall 
we chooſe the courſe of chriſtian duty, pre- 
{ſcribed by our Lord and Maſter ; and: eternal 
life, which is the gift of God through him to 
all who ftedfaſtly . in that courſe ?, It 
is true, by a reſolute perſeverance in this chriſ- 
tian courſe, and by abounding in the work 
which as chriſtians we engage in, we may be 
expoſed to ſome difficulties : we may meet 
with contempt and reproach from ſome of 
our acquaintance '; we may poſlibly have the 
greif to be meanly thought of 1 ſome whom 
we heartily love, and whoſe favour we are 
very deſirous to retain. But conſider, that 
the freindſbip of this world is enmity towards 
God : and that conſequently, if, to court, the 
favour of any mortal man, or ſociety of men, 
we venture to do that which we know our 
impartial judge diſapproves and abhors, or 
refuſe to do that which we verily beleive. he 
requires ; we deſtroy the peace of our own 
minds, for the ſake of that which can never 
make us a recompence. -What is the freind- 
thip of frail dying man, when * with 
. the 
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the complacency of the all-perfe&t and ever- 
living God? And what is the loſs of ſuch 
freindſhip, when compared to the diſpleaſure 
of the greateſt and wiſeſt and beſt of be- 
ings, our rightful governor and injured bene- 
factor; whoſe preſent obſervation we cannot 
avoid, and whoſe Judgment we can by no 
means eſcape ? 

But conſider again the Hife itſelf, which the 
raiſed ſaints ſhall lead, and ſee if you can find 
in your hearts to forego it for any, or for all 
the enjoyments of this life; or whether it is 
poſſible to be expoſed to any miſeries in this 
world, which the bleſſedneſs, the eternal 
bleſſedneſs of that fe will not ee 
recompenſe. 

I have already mentioned contempt and te- 
proach. But ſuppoſe that in this tranſitory 
ſtate your ſufferings ſhould be abundantly 
greater; ſuppoſe that for your fedfaftneſs in 
what you beleive to be your duty, you ſhould 
be reduced to poverty, or confined to a pri- 
ſon, or even deprived' of life itſelf, which has 
been the caſe of many of God's faithful ſer- 
'vants : what is all this when laid in the ba- 
lance againſt that far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory, which even theſ e affictions . 
themſelves will * work out for you? 

And if it is worth your while, to ſuffer 
the greateſt and moſt bitter afflictions here, 
rather than forego eternal life: what is there 
in any or all the ſhort-lived enjoyments of 


this 


0. a cx. iv. 17, 18. 
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this world: to be ſet in competition with that 


everlaſting complete happineſs, which is to be 


enjoyed in the preſence of God? Is there 


any thing in the pleaſures of ſenſe, even thoſe 
which are lawful and not imbittered with re- 
morſe, comparable to the high ſatisfaction 
of an eſtabliſhed regularity of mind, making 
continual increaſes in the nobleſt knowle 

and the raviſhing delight of God's comple: 
cency ? Is there any honour. and dignity to 
be enjoyed among dying men, themſelves at- 


tended at the beſt with many infirmities and 


follies, comparable to the approbation of the 
eternal God, the wiſeſt and. moſt righteous 
and holy, the greateſt and moſt powerful, and 
the moſt abundantly good, and, in one word, 
the moſt abſolutely perfect of all beings? And 
what is there in all the riches we can HP 


up here on earth, which after all we m 


leave behind us, to compare with that rich 
treaſure of a well furniſhed mind, and that 


ceaſeleſs fund of joy which will ariſe from the 


thought, that its happineſs ſhall be increaſing 
to all eternity, a happineſs ſuited to the dig- 
nity of its nobleſt faculties and powers? 

It is eaſy to ſee what choice a wiſe man 
would make. Man, in bis beſt ſlate here up- 
on earth, is altogether vanity. But they, who 


ſhall be accounted worthy to obtain the future 


world and the reſurrection from the dead, (to 
ſpeak in our Saviour's own words, Luke xx. | 
35, 36.) will be equal to the angels. They will 
enjoy as complete a happineſs in all reſpects, 
as 
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the Lord, will never be attained. by mere fits 
and ſtarts ,in religion, or any flight and low 
attainments in any thing -that is good ; but 
muſt ariſe, with the aſſiſtance of divine grace, 
from habits, ſettled by frequent and ſerious 
conſideration. And if we'do in earneſt turn 
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for every good work, and increaſe in our uſe- 
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as their exalted facultics will be capable of; 


greater than eye hath ſeen, or ear heard, or 


ever entered into the heart of man to conceive. 5 


And this complete happineſs will be the por- 


tion of thoſe, who ſhall be found fedfaſ?, un- 


moveable, ae abounding in tbe work of the 
Lord. 

'Let us therefore, labour earneſtly after 
thoſe habits, of piety, of righteouſneſs and 
univerſal benevolence, and of moderation 
with reſpe& to earthly enjoyments, which 
conſtitute this character. Let us aſſure our- 
ſelves, that the character of ſedfaſt and un- 
moveable, and alævays aboundi ng in the work of 


our hearts this way ; if we make theſe good 
things the ſubje& of our ſincere deſires as 
well as frequent meditations, and do in earneſt 
aſk the aids of God's heavenly grace: theſe 

habits, the pledges and the beginings of a 
complete everlaſting felicity, will be fixed 
within us. We ſhall then be kept by the pow- 
er of God through faith unto ſalvation ; and 
ſhall, while we continue here low, be ready 


fulneſs the longer we live, beſides retaining 
an inward peace and joy in our minds. Thus 
ſhall our conqueſt of fin be ſecured ; and an 

WL. | entrance 
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entrance will be miniſtred to us abundantly in- 


to the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord — Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. 

When any of our pious friends are removed 
from us by death, it is a comfort to have rea- 
ſon to beleive, that this will be their portion ; 
that as they were ſledfaſt and unmoveable, and 
abounded im the work of the Lord, fo their la- 
bour in his ſervice will not be in vain. And 
this we have good reaſon: to beleive con- 
cerning our deceaſed brother, the reverend 
Mr. Iſaac Kimber, ' whoſe death is the occa- - 
fion of my diſcourſing on this ſubject. His 
feedfaſineſs in what he beleived to be his du- 
ty, under manifold diſcouragements, deſerves 
to be remembred with honour. And becauſe 
his merit was not duly regarded in his life- 
time, I do for that very reaſon chooſe to take 
the more notice ho 255 now. 


He was born in "hs? year 1692, at Wan- 
tage in Berkſhire : and coming thence to 
London, applied himſelf to the learned lan- 

guages under the direction of Dr. John Ward, 
3 profeſſor of rhetoric at Greſham College, 
| and to academical ſtudies under that of the 
| reverend Mr. Jobn Eames. Of both theſe 
excellent inſtructors he always ſpoke with 
high reſpect: and under their guidance made 
the ſwifteſt progreſs in a great variety of 
learning, that I ever obſerved in the like com- 
paſs of time; eſpecially conſidering the diffi- 
culties with which from the begining he 
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ſtruggled, which would have diſcouraged aſt 
minds from going on. . He diſcovered a ge- 
nius capable of receiving any kind of know-- 
lege that was worth the ſeeking. 

His converſation was always grave and ſe- 
rious, but without any mixture of moroſeneſs 
or inclination to diſpleaſe. To ſay that he 
was a man of great integrity, is to give only 
a ſmall part of his character. And yet even 
the-maintaining that, under a long ſeries. of 
difficult trials, a high commendation. 
But he took delight in doing the good that 
lay in his power. The grand view, to which 
8 made all his ſtudies ſubſervient, was the do- 
ing good to the ſouls of men in preaching the 
goſpel of Chriſt. And in this view his cheif 
ſtudy was that of the holy Scriptures thein- 
ſelves, which he made the nen of all 
his public exerciſes. | 

His real worth was known to very few. 
But that was owing to his great modeſty and 
diffidence of himſelf. A much ſmaller de- 
gree of abilities and attainments would have 
made ſome forward men much courted and 
honoured. 

He had not, in his public ini 
all that livelineſs, which is ſo attractive in a 
popular ſpeaker: and to this his circum- 
ſtances might in ſome meaſure contribute. 
But it was evident, that he choſe the ſoſt 
and inſtructive, rather than the affectionate 
and moving manner of addreſs, - The viſi- 
ble aim of his diſcourſes was to inſtruct 0d, 
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mind, and to regulate the practice, rather 
than to inflame the paſſions. As in deliver- 
ing them he did not * to his memory, 
ſo the ſhortneſs of his ſight was a great diſ- 
advantage to him; eſpecially in the latter 
of his life, when one of his eyes was 
uſeleſs. But there was that ſtrength 
of judgment and that regular connexion in 
what he delivered, which would make their 
way to the heart of a ſerious attentive hear- 
er ; ſuch a one, I mean, as could be de- 
lighted with the doctrines of the goſpel in 
their native ſimplicity ; for he directed all 
his diſcourſes that way. I look upon it as 
a loſs to the public, that a propotal, made 
not many years after his entran on the mi- 
niſtry, for printing twenty of his ſermons, 
failed of ſucceſs. If they had ſeen the light, 
it would have 
thought of his manner of 


Ng, 

apoſtle * Paul himſelf, that bis 
bodily preſence was weak and bis ſpeech con- 
temptible ) that yet his writings were weighty. 

He was called to the care here in 
London, in conjunction with a miniſter, who 
is fince deceaſed, But whether it was appre- 
hended that the ſociety could not well main- 
tain two, or whatever elſe was the reaſon ; 
the conjunction was rejected after it had deen 
agreed to. And afterwards, in the year 1724, 
he was actually joined with another mini- 
ſter, at a conſiderable diſtance in the —_ 
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But the perverſe diſpoſitions of age with 
who! had to do, and his own ſteady. re- 
ſolution, not to comply with any meaſures 
which would diſturb the peace of his con- 
ſcience, prevented his ſtayipg long there. He 
as ſo much affected 1 the uncaſineſs of that | 
ituation, that in one of his letters he told me, he 
was Afraid it bad hurted bis mind. Which a man 
of his calm temper and inoffenſive behaviour 
could never have ſaid, if he had met with 
tolerable treatment. For it was remarkable 
in him, that he ſtudiouſſy forbore ſaying an 
unkind thing even concerning thoſe from 
whom he ſuffered moſt; was uneaſy at any 
harſh reflections againſt Alem: and though 
he did from principle abhor the f pa * 
impoſition, and had felt the effects of it 
he would make the beſt apology he could for for 
thoſe, whoſe forward, ignorant zeal 3 
them to the exerciſe of it. 
Aſter his return to $45 ey he miniſtred- 
Qatedly at two places, in the quality of. aſs, 
Gant But ſo it fell out, — > two ſos. 
cictics agreeing afterwards to meet in one and 
the ſame place, no room was left for his furs 
ther ſervice; and thereby he was cut off from 
the benefit he uſed — reap from both. 1 
mention this as one of the many difficulties 
and diſcourigements which fell to his ſhare, 
From this time, which was many years agpes: - 
he miniſtred only occaſionally ; and was oblig- 
ed, for his neceſſary ſupport, to betake hims 
ſelf. to a ſedentary employment, which Fae 
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ſined him to «loſe 3 of this nA : 


without .giving opportunity for ſuch Þodily 
exerciſe as ſhould ſecure his health. 


He bore this and 1 with mY 


an equality of mind, which has often raiſed 
my admiratian. And though, as has already 


been obſerved, the difficulties with which He 


ſtruggled were probably the occaſion of his 
not being ſo lively in the pulpit as otherwiſe he 
would have been, which very thing brought 


upon him the further diſcouragement of ſeeing fr 


himſelf to many hearers unacceptable: yet 
in converſation he always maintained an 
agreeable, innocent chearfulneſs: nor did E 
ever hear one word of repinir.g at the diſ- 
poſals of providence drop from his mouth. 


And from hat I have ſeen of him, now for 


near forty years intimate acquaintance, I make 


no doubt to aſcribe this to principles of reli 


gion, firmly fixed and eſtabliſhed in his heart. 
Same of Hou ſharpeſt of his trials aroſe from 


his exceeding great tenderneſs of affection: tal 


his near relations. Of which I ſhall mention; 


only that one fore. affliction, which not only 


prevented his enjoying comfort. in the neareft 
relation of all,” but did for upwards of three 
and twenty. years bring continual ſorrow upon 
him, and ſometimes danggr. The neceſfity 
of ſometimes confining the dear. 
life, of whom he was infinitely fond, beſides 
the great charge of it, eſpecially as his cir-. 


cumſtances were always: far from —_— 
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which is better conceived than 


couragements in ſo exemplary a manner as 
has done: which is the reaſon of my going 


a diſtinguiſhed luſtre in that upper world 


portunity only of ſpeaking a very 
| nia he earneſtly mand himſelf ca 


| the mercy of God through Jeſus Chriſt: aft 
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muſt have given that exerciſe of atienceſ} 

Upon the whole, I cannot fotbear i 4 
that few, if any; of my acquaintance : have 
borne a ſeries of continual difficulties and di 


far out of my uſual way in enlarging upon 
character. He has adorned that condition 
life, which God was pleaſed to allot for 
2 and has given his ſurviving freini 

reaſon to hope, that his labour in #8 
| nur Fae a but that he will ſhine with 


where the ſervants of God will be account 
of, not according to the figure they made; bene 
below, but according to the regard which theß 
ſhewed, in the time of trial, to the wiſe and rij 
teous, the good and gracious governour of alli 

His removal was very fudden ; by an apa 
fit; which ſeized him but about eight 
urs before bis death, and left him the d 
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which he never opened his mouth or his % 
How happy is it fo be akways ready! Maythans 
be the caſe of us all } And for 421 pure 
let us take r that we be fag 4 


moveable, 
Lord 3 . as We 
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